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June 17, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Director of the Orange County Health Care Agency, I encourage your support of the Ray of Life Foundation whose work provides public access to automatic external defibrillators, generally referred to as AEDs.

The Health Care Agency plans, implements and evaluates all aspects of public health and emergency medical services in Orange County.  Our work is aimed at reducing morbidity and mortality through illness and injury prevention programs.  The AED program supports this mission.

Literature supports the fact that the single most important factor in saving victims of heart attacks who present with certain life threatening heart rhythms, is early defibrillation.  AEDs, if readily available, provide the means by which the average person with minimal training can provide lifesaving treatment—way before paramedics are likely to be on scene.

For the AED program to have a major impact on the community, AEDs must become commonplace and readily accessible in all areas where people gather.  This is a very worthwhile program and one that can have a measurable impact on saving lives.


Juliette A. Poulson, RN, MN


Director
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