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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION


Orange Coast District State Parks,

Huntington State Beach,

21601 Pacific Coast Highway,

Huntington Beach, Ca. 92646

714-374-0611

Date:   6/20/04

From:   Mike Brousard, Lifeguard Supervisor II


 Huntington and Bolsa Chica State Beaches

Subject:  Contributions of the Ray of Life Foundation to the Orange County Community
On behalf of California State Parks, I would like to recognize the Ray of Life Foundation, and it’s Executive Director, Helena Jacobson, for the invaluable lifesaving equipment they have provided to Ocean Lifeguards staffing State Beaches in Orange and Northern San Diego Counties.  Defibrillators provided by the foundation have provided Lifeguards with an irreplaceable tool that helps us conform to the high standard of service expected by the recreating public that visit these shores.

State Park Lifeguards patrol 17 miles of shoreline in this area serving the visiting public that comes to swim or camp in one of 5 campgrounds.  These coastal parks are visited by more than 10 million people annually.  In 2003, Lifeguard staff performed nearly 6,000 swimmer rescues, 180 Major Medical Aids and provided public safety education talks to nearly 10,000 people.  These Orange County State Parks are the most active in the State Park system; with this volume of people going through our turnstiles, accidents are inevitable.  

As we entered the 21st Century, evolving standards concerning lifeguard services dictated that Lifeguard Patrol cars be equipped with a Defibrillator, a device that can allows rescuers to restart a stricken person’s heart in the event of an accident or cardiac arrest; situations that often prove fatal.  The State was entering its current financial crisis, leaving State Lifeguards without the ability to purchase these lifesaving devices.   Through the work of the foundation, and subsequent donation of the defibrillators to this agency, we currently have at our disposal an adequate number of the devices.  As a result, there is a high likelihood that any victim of cardiac arrest in a State Park in Orange County, be it in campgrounds, a parking lot, or on the beach, will enjoy the benefit of the timely appearance of a defibrillator in a Lifeguard Vehicle.

We have used these defibrillators in incidents of drowning and heart attack at least five times over the past year, and saved one life as a result.    Specifically, the Ray of Life foundation’s donation of 15 defibrillators to this agency has made a huge difference in our ability to respond effectively to emergency medical situations, and dramatically increases a patient’s chance of survival should he or she need resuscitation. 

Please contact me if I can be of further assistance.  
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